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Catherine Armstrong

Dr Armstrong is an historian of colonial North America and the United States in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. Her main area of focus is the relationship between representations of the landscape 
and a changing conception of identity in migrant groups. I examine print cultural networks in the Atlantic 
world, looking at the authorship, production and distribution of printed material from 1660 to 1800. In the 
field of book history, she is editor of the Proquest-published journal Publishing History.

Dr Armstrong also works on oral history as a therapeutic tool and explores how reminiscing might be used 
to improve the wellbeing of isolated elderly people and other marginalised and silenced groups. As part of 
this work, she is leading a project which will gather the histories and memories of members of the 
transgender community of the East Midlands, working in collaboration with academic and non-academic 
partners.



Dr Richard Bramwell’s current research, on the performance of alternative identities through rap, 
examines the role that hip hop and grime play in a variety of institutional contexts. These include 
prisons, youth centres, and an arts charity. He is interested in the impact that rap has had on 
organisations wholly or partially funded by local or national government, the role that the state plays 
in fostering Britain's rap cultures through these organisations, and how young people perform their 
identities and represent their communities through rap.



Dr James Esson

Dr Esson’s research cuts across development, political and population geography. He is also 
interested in higher education as a field of inquiry, particularly racism in the academy and 
questions around citational practice and plagiarism. Ongoing and recent projects include:
• Critical development studies investigating the efficacy of sport, art, and cultural programmes in 

promoting environmental sustainability and social justice. This work is supported by the ESRC-
DFID Development Frontiers Research Fund. He is also working on a project funded by the 
Higher Education Innovation Fund that seeks to generate postcolonial philanthropic praxis 
through collaboration with higher education institutions in Africa. Resources from this project 
can be found here.

• Political and population geography, examining the relationship between global inequality and 
irregular forms of mobility. This area of his research has been funded by the ESRC and UNICEF. 
James was also the recipient of a British Academy research grant, which aims to investigate 
how migration statistics are produced, made credible, and used to monitor migrant 
populations.

Dr James Esson

http://www.fundraisingafrica.lboro.ac.uk/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1369183X.2014.927733


• Research 
The UK’s neoliberal higher education structure has been designed to maintain colonial structures of 
institutional whiteness, imposing visible and invisible barriers towards Black and Minority Ethnic 
(BME) staff and alumni in higher education. Using creative qualitative and quantitative methods, 
Rhianna’s research investigates what aspects of the higher education environment need to be 
challenged to facilitate the needs of academic staff from racialised minority groups. Building on 
pedagogies of white discomfort, Rhianna aims to implement targeted support centring around the 
experiences of BME staff navigating and surviving in the neoliberal academy, to promote a sense of 
belonging within the institutional space.



• Professor Keightley’s main research interest is memory, time and its mediation in everyday life. She 
is particularly concerned with the role of media in the relationship between individual, social and 
cultural memory. Emily’s research explores the roles of photography and phonography in the 
articulation of everyday memory and the gendered nature of mnemonic experience. This research 
also involves the exploration of the temporal structures of modernity, and she has interests in 
cultural transmission and mobility.

• Professor Keightley’s current research project is Migrant Memory and the Post-colonial Imagination 
(MMPI). MMPI is a five-year research project funded by The Leverhulme Trust Research Leadership 
Award Scheme. Coinciding with the 70th anniversary of the Partition of India, this research 
responds to the urgent need to capture cultural memories of Partition in the British Asian 
community. Memories of Partition continue to shape contemporary British Asian community 
relations and this research makes a transformative intervention in the field of Memory Studies and 
the sociological analysis of migrant communities. 

http://www.memoriesofpartition.co.uk/about/


Dr Angela Martinez Dy

A digital native, her focus on digital enterprise reflects the changing world of work due to the spread of 
information and communication technologies. Angela's research interests include intersectionality, 
cyberfeminism, and critical realist philosophy. At the 2013 International Small Business and 
Entrepreneurship conference, Angela received the Michael Christie Award for Best New Researcher 
Paper in Gender. She is actively involved in her communities of practice, both academic and external, 
maintaining an intersectional feminist blog, editing and reviewing for relevant journals, organising 
conferences and managing digital communications for various organisations. Angela also collaborates 
with individuals and groups working to empower marginalised communities using digital media.

Dr Angela Martinez-Dy's research interests are in the area of digital entrepreneurial activity, feminist 
philosophy, gender and intersectionality.

Dr Angela Martinez Dy is a Senior Lecturer for the Institute for Innovation and Entrepreneurship. 



Professor Line Nyhagen

Professor Nyhagen’s research expertise covers religion, gender, feminism and women’s movements, migration and 
ethnic relations, citizenship and identities, and public policy. Her research has informed public policy work on 
integration in the UK and in Norway.

Line's book Religion, Gender and Citizenship: Women of Faith, Gender Equality and Feminism (with Beatrice Halsaa; 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2016), has been called a 'landmark contribution to scholarship'. The book, which has since 
been reviewed in multiple international journals, explores views and experiences of Christian and Muslim women 
living in Norway, Spain and the United Kingdom in relation to their faith, identities and citizenship. It also examines 
their views on gender equality, women's movements and feminism. Line has also written about the relationship 
between lived religion and lived citizenship in the journal Citizenship Studies (2015). In a further research contribution 
(Social Compass, 2017), Line has proposed a typology of different secular feminist approaches to religion in Western 
contexts (read here).

https://www.palgrave.com/gb/book/9781137405333
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13621025.2015.1049979
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0037768617727482
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0037768617727482


Agostinho is in the Department of Geography and the Environment at Loughborough University. 
His research traces the links between contested histories, artmaking and visuality as tools for Black 
identity and place-making in post-independence Jamaica. Agostinho's thesis is entitled: 
‘Geographies of Struggle: History, Art and Nationhood in Post/colonial and Post-independence 
Jamaica, 2000-Present’.

Dr Pinnock’s research traces the links between contested histories, artmaking and visuality as tools 
for Black identity and place-making in post-independence Jamaica.



Dr Wigger’s research and teaching interests are in historical sociology and racism analysis, 
migration discourses, nationalism and imperialism, social theory, stereotyping and the 
History of Ideas. She has written on the sociology of racism, intersectionality and the History 
of Ideas, is author of the book The ‘Black Horror on the Rhine’ Intersections of Race, Nation, 
Gender and Class in 1920s Germany (Palgrave Macmillan 2017) and co-editor of Racism and 
Modernity (2012) together with Sabine Ritter.

Dr Wigger was awarded a Research Grant in the British Academy/Leverhulme Small 
Research Grant scheme in autumn 2016 for her current research project: ‘The end of 
tolerance?! Race, Sex and Violence in Germany’s media discourse on migration’



Other research include:

The Migrant Memory and Postcolonial Imagination project (2017-2022)

https://www.lborolondon.ac.uk/research/media-creative-industries/current-research/migrant-
memory-postcolonial-imagination/ explores the ways in which memories of the 1947 Partition of 
British India, the migrations which it triggered, and wider decolonial processes are experienced and 
communicated in South Asian diasporic communities in the UK. In doing so the project aims, not to 
produce a history of Partition and its legacies, but to explore the ways in which experiences of 
Empire and colonialism are mobilised in remembering processes, shaping personal identities, social 
relationships and public discourse in contemporary culture.

https://www.lborolondon.ac.uk/research/media-creative-industries/current-research/migrant-memory-postcolonial-imagination/


CITHEI mini-Centre of Doctoral Training (mini-
CDT) to support research into Equality, 
Diversity and Inclusion.
• The mini-CDT is supporting a cluster of six PhD students, who work collaboratively to examine 

opportunities and barriers for culturally diverse students, academics and professional staff across 
different disciplines and services to develop their full potential within and outside of the university.

• This collaborative doctoral training centre entitled ‘Unequal Academic Citizenship: Opportunities 
and Barriers to Participation and Inclusion of Cultural Diversity and Intersecting Identities in 
Higher Education (CITHEI)’ jointly led by the School of Social Sciences and Humanities and the 
School of Science, by Prof Line Nyhagen (Criminology, Sociology and Social Policy), 
Professor Heike Jons (Geography) and by Dr Pooja Goddard (Chemistry). 


